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CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART TO EXHIBIT LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHS BY 
ROBERT GLENN KETCHUM 
March 29-June 2, 1996 

(Cleveland, Oh) Beginning March 29, the Cleveland Museum of Art presents Robert Glenn 
Ketchum: Landscape Photographs, an exhibition of 9 large-scale color prints from a group of 21 
given to the museum last year by the Advocacy Arts Foundation. 

Ketchum’ s work may be familiar to Cleveland audiences because one of his recent series 
focused on the Cuyahoga Valley National Recreation Area (CVNRA) between Cleveland and Akron. 
The CVNRA project is one of many series Ketchum has created over the years that advocate envi- 
ronmental protection. Other sites examined in the museum’s new group of prints include Alaska’s 
Tongass rain forest and the Hudson River valley, both areas that, like the CVNRA, exhibit the con- 
flicting influences of civilization and nature. While some of the photographs can be read as direct 
critique of humanity’s ill-advised abuse of the land, others demonstrate how natural beauty can exist 
in close proximity to, even in harmony with, densely-populated industrial areas. Ketchum purposely 
chose the low-key CVNRA to make “a generic kind of photograph: an icon of the landscape” which 
functions as a metaphor for the universal landscape Americans experience. Ketchum elaborates, “I 
am very concerned that photographers in America have created a subtly dangerous hierarchy that 
only champions the most obvious natural monuments and park locations — the most spectacular of 
our wildlands — ^at the expense of our more ‘ordinary’ landscapes.” 

According to photography reasearch assistant Karen Churchill, who organized the show, 
Ketchum’s compositions don’t typically view the landscape with distant, awed reverence, but with a 
distinctly modem perspective that treats the lines, colors, and forms of branches, leaves, and earth 
abstractly, as lines, colors, and forms. Indeed, says Churchill, “he likens his work to abstract expres- 
sionism in its attitude toward color and scale, and says he feels his aesthetic concerns override all 
others, despite his environmental themes. Viewers of these photographs will note that Ketchum’s 
aesthetic mastery is impressive indeed, and that his work’s expression of environmental concern is 
correspondingly effective.” Admission to the museum and to this exhibition is free. Ketchum’s book 
on the Cuyahoga valley. Overlooked in America, is available in the museum store. 
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